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From the Demographic and Health Survey data of 2021 in
Niger, children under five present unequal access to and
utilization of malaria prevention and treatment
interventions. In an analysis of data on 5,120 infants,
conducted on 25 May 2026 at 3:00 p.m. (WAT), Dr. Emoud
Tcholi Idrissa (Cohort 2), working as an epidemiologist,
revealed that there was high utilization of Long-Lasting
Insecticidal Nets among children under five in rural areas—
up to 92% compared to only 80% in urban areas. On the
other hand, better prevention and lower incidence were
more prevalent among children in urban and rich
households with educated mothers, as opposed to children
from rural and poorer households whose mothers are
illiterate. During this event, attendees were curious to know
the reasons for LLIN utilization gaps and those that
explained the rural malaria prevalence in children under
five despite access to malaria control interventions.
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Pyriproxyfen (PPF), an alternative vector control agent, to
pyrethroids has enabled Benin to counter insecticide
resistance in anopheles gambiae. On May 20, 2026, at 5:00
p.m. (WAT), Mr. Hoyochi Isidore (Cohort 4), a PhD
candidate in Medical Entomology at the Entomological
Research Centre of Cotonou, presented on the impact of
pyriproxyfen (PPF) on pyrethroid-resistant Anopheles
gambiae s.l. in Benin. He shared on the stronger
effectiveness that PPF has to inhibit mosquitoes’ abilities
to lay eggs, their fertility, and larval development. In his
submissions, it became clear that PPF achieved over 98%
inhibition of the egg-laying abilities of wild mosquito
species, caused complete infertility in mosquitoes
exposed to Royal Guard nets —which contain PPF
insecticide and strongly blocked larval development to
the adult stage over a relatively longer period of time
where it was deployed. Attendees in this discussion were
interested in further understanding the impact of PPF on
human and environmental health, and why specific
localities were selected as sites for testing PPF efficacy.
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Healthcare providers’ confidence in malaria Rapid
Diagnostic Tests (mRDTs) is crucial for informing the next
course of clinical action, beyond just confirming the
presence of the plasmodium parasite in a person. In the
Nigeria Webinar, which took place on 21 May 2026 at 5:00
p.m. (WAT), Ms. Owoya Samuel (Cohort 1), Communication
Specialist at the National Malaria Elimination Programme,
reported that only about 65% of providers surveyed in 5
states in Nigeria trusted mRDTs. This relatively low level of
trust and complete mistrust among the rest was a result of
discrepancies between negative mRDTs and positive
microscopy results. To greatly improve trust in mRDTs
among healthcare providers, Ms. Owoya strongly
advocated for behavioral interventions beyond technical

It also summarises information on the events that will be
delivered in June 2026, including key information on the Fifth
ALAMIME Consortium Webinar.

Our May 2026 Shining ALAMIME Stars newsletter shares  
updates from the country webinars that were held in the month.

Dear reader, training to improve data quality and clinical decisions on
malaria. Attendees in this event sought clarity on the SBCC  
strategies for addressing mistrust on mRDTs and whether
technical training alone was enough to restablish trust.

Malaria Routine Data Quality Audits (mRDQAs) have
improved the surveillance of malaria in Sierra Leone’s
Karene District. On 26 May 2026, at 3:00 p.m. (GMT), Mr.
Ibrahim Tahiru Kawa (Cohort 3), serving as the
Surveillance, Monitoring, and Evaluation Officer at the
NMCP in the country, reported that mRDQAs significantly
improved data accuracy, completeness, and timeliness in
Sierra Leone, with Karene District as the case. In this
district, major data quality issues identified through
mRDQAs, i.e., missing records, numeric input errors,
inconsistency of registers, and missing tools, were
resolved within just three months. In the Sierra Leone
webinar, attendees asked about how realistic the 10%
presumptive treatment policy was given the frequent
mRDT stockouts in districts like Karene, how issues of
inconsistent data in registers were handled, and how
mRDQAs directly contributes to elimination.

The fight against malaria in pregnant women in Goulmou,
Tapoa, and Sirba regions of Burkina Faso is yielding
promising malaria control results in 2026. On 26 May 2026
at 5:00 p.m. (GMT), during the Burkina Faso Webinar, Dr.
Seraphine Kiendrebeogo (Cohort 4), who serves as a 
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The Integrated Vector Management (IVM) Framework has
been strategically positioned to support Uganda in
overcoming much of its malaria burden by 2030. Mr.
Moses Adriko (Cohort 3), a Senior Entomologist and IVM
Focal Point at the Ministry of Health in Uganda, shared
that Uganda’s Malaria Elimination Strategic Plan for 2026
to 2030 prioritises new IVM methods that directly address
the challenges of using traditional vector control
methods, such as pyrethroid insecticide resistance, early
and outdoor biting, and open housing. At Uganda’s event,
held on 28 May 2026 at 5:00 p.m. (EAT), Mr. Moses
revealed the layered deployment of dual-AI Insecticidal
Treated Nets, In-door Residual Spraying, larval source
management, and spatial repellents as the new way of
applying IVM interventions. He considered the new
methods of IVM implementation to be heavily reliant on
ecological stratification and owned by communities.
Questions from the webinar attendees probed how
outdoor biting affected the efficacy of indoor-focused
interventions and how community engagement and
sustainability with limited resources would be ensured.
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The role of data managers, which transcends the confines
of direct malaria care and treatment, is vital in achieving
effective malaria control responses. In the event for Togo,
which occurred on 28 May 2026 at 3:30 p.m. (GMT), Mr.
Abrangao Alassane (Cohort 4), working in the Ogou Health
District as the Malaria Focal Point, appreciated data
managers for improving Seasonal Malaria
Chemoprevention (SMC) data quality. These dedicated
personnel enabled real-time monitoring and corrections
of the intervention, contributing to 99% coverage in the
SMC Cycle 5 of 2025. Their achievements in SMC
demonstrated strong potential for leveraging their
contributions to other malaria control campaigns and
interventions. Attendees at the webinar for Togo asked
how data manager transfers were handled and the direct
contribution of data managers to the 99% SMC coverage.

25 June 2026 (Thursday)
June Alumni Webinar for DRC
26 June 2026 (Friday)
June Alumni Webinar for Tanzania

20 June 2026 (Saturday)
June Alumni Webinar for Nigeria
24 June 2026 (Wednesday)
June Alumni Webinar for Uganda

25 June 2026 (Thursday)
June Alumni Webinar for Togo

17 June 2026 (Wednesday)
June Alumni Webinar for Benin

24 June 2026 (Wednesday)
June Alumni Webinar for Burkina Faso

Applying larval source management through biolarviciding
has strengthened the control of malaria in Songea
Municipal Council in Tanzania. Speaking at the webinar for
Tanzania, held on 29th May 2026 at 6:00 p.m. (EAT), Ms.
Ashura Mataka (Cohort 3), the Municipal Malaria and IMCI
Focal Person in Songea Municipal Council, stated that
4,420 breeding sites have been treated with BTI and BS
larvicides across the council. This initiative was said to
have contributed to the 2.6% malaria prevalence recorded
in the council, considered one of the lowest in the region.
Innovative local resource mobilization for the intervention
and strong community and political engagement were
pointed out as key success factors in the implementation
of the intervention. Questions regarding the frequency of
BTI and BS application, the sustainability of local funding
for the intervention, and measures for long-term political
support arose from the webinar attendees.

The Fifth ALAMIME Consortium Webinar

ALAMIME Program’s Fifth Consortium Webinar will
happen on Thursday 18  June 2026. In this event, Dr
Aminu Mahmoud Umar will discuss “ECOWAS Nations
Malaria Battle: Are Elimination Goals Achievable by
2030?” This vital discussion will be moderated by Dr
(MCA) Colette Sylvie Azandjeme. 
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Please register for it here: https://tinyurl.com/ALAMIME5

The rollout of the RTS’S vaccine across 22 provinces in DRC
was anchored on strong multisectoral coordination,
structured under a national coordination committee and
three ad hoc committees for technical, logistical, and
communication aspects. Initial coverage of the vaccine was
reported to be high (87%) in some areas, such as Kongo
Central Province, with a notable reduction in incidence,
but dropout rates later posed a challenge to the rollout.
Questions around Dr. Nkieri’s discussion focused on
reasons for non-eligiblity of some zones in Haut-Katanga,
the cause of high dropout rates, and whether the reduction
in incidence was solely a result of the malaria vaccine.

25 June 2026 (Thursday)
June Alumni Webinar for Niger

Gynaecologist-Obstetrician at Fada CHR U, revealed that
there were: declining trends in severe cases of malaria
among pregnant women and zero maternal deaths in 2026
as per the ENDOS platform. However, she expressed worry
about the persistently low uptake of the Intermittent
Preventive Treatment in pregnancy (IPTp 3) and the low
ITN coverage due to stock-outs and insecurity. To
strengthen the early malaria control gains of 2026 in this
vulnerable group, she identified the need for mobile
clinics and improved data systems in conflict-affected
areas. Attendees at this event questioned whether the low
IPTp uptake was due to stock-outs, and whether the target
for coverage calculations should be revised to
accommodate populations on the move.

The DRC’s optimal use of the malaria vaccine has enabled
the country to effectively defend itself against malaria. Dr.
Mathieu Nkieri (Cohort 4), the Head of the Multiple
Prevention Section at the NMCP in the DRC, shared
lessons from introducing the RTS,S malaria vaccine. In his
submissions, on 28 May 2026 at 6:00 p.m. (WAT), Dr.
Mathieu pointed out that Gavi financed the delivery of
7,809,300 doses of the vaccine in the country.
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