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The role of mosquitoes in some contexts of the world has
been reoriented to serving essential ecological functions,
rather than spreading the malaria parasite. Discussing the
concept of the “Clean Vector” on February 19, 2026, at
05:00 p.m. (WAT), Dr. Denyinye Minna Hitlar (Cohort 3), the
State Health Promotion Officer at Edo State Ministry of
Health stressed that mosquitoes in some parts of the world
where malaria has been eliminated serve key ecological
functions as opposed to spreading malaria. He explained
that this possibility lies in cutting off transmission of
malaria parasites from human parasite reservoirs. The
Clean Vector possibility is evident in China’s 1-3-7 strategy
–where case reporting happens in a day, case investigation
in 3 days, and containment in 7 days. Additionally, Algeria
was said to have leveraged equity-based universal care to
ensure no human reservoir arms mosquitoes in Algeria with
the parasite. Dr. Hitlar cautioned on the use of this
approach as malaria resurgence is possible as witnessed in
Mauritius –where Cyclone Gervaise created a forced
migrant influx that armed the mosquitoes in the country
with the malaria parasite. Key questions brought up by Ms.
Josephine Abahi Onuh (Cohort 2), the Scientific Officer for
Procurement and Supply Chain Management at Nigeria’s
National Malaria Elimination Program from webinar
attendees reflected on the applicability of China’s 1-3-7
strategy in Nigeria; and whether multiple interventions are
used to achieve the clean vector situation in countries
where malaria has been eliminated.
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The complementary role of civil society organisations in
Sierra Leone’s Bonthe District have shaped the delivery of
vital malaria interventions at the community level. In the
February 2026 Alumni Webinar for Sierra Leone, which
happened on February 24 2026 at 03:00 p.m. (GMT), Dr.
Brima Bobson Sesay (Cohort 4), the Bonthe District Medical
Officer & Lecturer at the University of Sierra Leone shared
that Community Action Against Malaria (CAAM) initiative,
pioneered by World Vision reached 11,156 people with
SBCC messages; strengthened referrals for malaria cases,
IPTp and IPTi; and built community ownership of malaria
interventions and data-driven action in six high-burden
chiefdoms in Bonthe District. Dr. Abdul K. Mbawah (Cohort
3), the Head of the Community Health Department at the
University of Sierra Leone and ALAMIME Country
Coordinator for ALAMIME prompted webinar attendees to
ask about: the channels used to verify whether referred
patients to points of care were attended to urgently; and
the avenues for expansion of CAAM beyond focus on
malaria. 

Sierra Leone

The implementation of the Perennial Malaria
Chemoprevention (PMC) in Benin has added a protective
layer to the most vulnerable groups of people to malaria in
the country. Speaking at the February 2026 Alumni Webinar
for Benin on February 25, 2026 at 01:00 p.m. (WAT), Mr.
Dandonougbo Codjo, the Coordinator of the National
Malaria Control Program in Benin revealed that the PMC
intervention in Benin targets children below 23 months.
These are administered to sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine in 8
Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI) visits. With a 57
to 68% coverage of key doses in the intervention areas, PMC
contributed to a reduction in new malaria cases by 23% and
deaths by 34% in its geographical scope. The dwindling
resource envelop, follow-up challenges, among other issues
posed key limitations to the impact of PMC in Benin.  Mr.
Isidore Hoyochi (Cohort 4), a Research Assistant at the
Entomological Research Center of Cotonou gave
participants an opportunity to question why Benin
administered PMC through 8 EPI visits and gain clarity on
the challenges that PMC faces in Benin.

Benin
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In the February 2026 Alumni Webinars, unique perspectives on
malaria control and elimination hinted at removing the blame
for malaria on mosquitoes and tracking antimalarial safety
among women in their early stages of pregnancy. 

In March 2026, discussions on supporting Africa’s response to
malaria will continue, with concentration on the various
interventions implemented across our partner countries.

Discussions on malaria prevention, control and elimination in
Africa are taking shape in 2026 through the ALAMIME Alumni
Country Webinars.   
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Using the schools platform for this intervention ensured its
high coverage in the overlooked ages of over 5 years to 15
years and ensured adherence to the prophylactic drug
through direct observation. The initiative was appreciated
for complementing interventions like ITNs and case
management. Dr. Ford Chisongela (Cohort 1), the Former
Malaria & IMCI Focal Person for the Dar es Salaam Region in
Tanzania facilitated attendees to ask other malaria
prevention measures that were implemented with school-
age children as their target population; and the factors that
determine implementation of IPTsc over other
interventions.

Uganda
In an attempt to significantly reduce malaria-related deaths
in Uganda, keen attention has been drawn to learning from
previous malaria-related deaths in the country. A
Malariologist at the National Malaria Elimination Division
(NMED) at the Ministry of Health in Uganda –Dr. Myers
Lugemwa stressed in the February 2026 Alumni Webinar for
Uganda that Malaria Mortality Audits/ Reviews should serve 

A comparative analysis on the impact Intermittent
Preventive Treatment for schoolchildren (IPTsc) in Kibondo
and Nyang’hwale District Councils in Tanzania indicated
significant reductions in the malaria incidence in such
areas. On February 20, 2026, at 06:00 p.m. (EAT), Dr. Edna
Baraka Kibango (Cohort 2), a Resident in Field Epidemiology
and Laboratory Training Program at Muhimbili University
revealed that IPTsc with dihydroartemisinin-piperaquine
reduced Out-Patient Department (OPD) malaria incidence
in implementing councils as opposed to smaller or no
declines in areas that never implemented the intervention.
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During the February 2026 Alumni Webinar for DRC on
February 26, 2026 at 06:00 p.m. (WAT), Dr. Ngombe Kaseba
Andre (Cohort 1), the Technical Assistant for M&E at the
National Malaria Control Programme in the Haut-Katanga
province said that through the RDQAs, the province has
greatly improved on the quality of malaria data, used for
making malaria-related decisions. The decentralized RDQA
mentoring in the province improved data accuracy from
69% to about 97 to 99%, across various tools used for
malaria reporting. These results were attained as a result of
structured coaching –that provided constructive feedback
on ideal data quality practices as opposed to offensive one,
and leveraging of digital innovation i.e. use of WhatsApp for
on-going improvements in data quality. The Head of
External Partnership, at DRC’s NMCP, Dr. Grace Nguya
(Cohort 3), enabled participants to gain responses to the
average cost of conducting field RDQA visits per zone and
the strategies for sustainability and national scale-up of
RDQAs. 
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The Nanoro Health District in Burkina Faso has ensured the
optimal management of malaria in pregnant women and
their fetus through monitoring the negative effect of
antimalarials to pregnant women in their first trimester.   In
a discussion that happened on February 25, 2026 at 05:00
p.m. (GMT), Dr. Thiombiano Andre (Cohort 4), a Clinical
Researcher at the Nanoro Clinical Research shared about
the workings of the Malaria in Mothers and Babies (MiMBA)
Exposure Registry of the MiMBA study. MiMBA registry –a
tracker of antimalarial use in pregnant women in the
Nanoro District in Burkina Faso, found no major safety
concerns i.e. congenital disorders or miscarriages as a
result of using ACTs for management of malaria in pregnant
women in their first trimester between 2022 to 2025 as
opposed to quinine which led to the aforementioned
complications to pregnant women. In the Q&A, facilitated
by Dr. Sawadogo A. Marthe (Cohort 2), a specialist in health
promotion, prevention and community health at the
Directorate of Community Health, webinar attendees asked
why few women enrolled in the MiMBA study in their first-
trimester; and the influence that the MiMBA study had on
future policy in the management of malaria in Burkina Faso. 
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Togo is working hard on leaving a zero chance for resistance
of antimalarials to stand between its malaria elimination
goal. The February 2026 Alumni Webinar for Togo, which
occurred on February 26, 2026, at 03:00 p.m. (GMT)
witnessed Mr. Yempabe Yendadame (Cohort 4), a Medical
Assistant & Head at the Bogou Health Center reveal that
antimalarials in Togo still have a strong curative effect of
malaria. Talking on the Therapeutic Efficacy Studies (TES)
conducted in the country, Mr. Yempabe depicted that ACTs
retain about 70 to 98% efficacy. However, he also
recognized partial resistance –of about 10% to artemether
lumefantrine in some sentinel sites. To address this small
gap, efforts to improve diagnosis of malaria, following
malaria treatment protocols, and using of multiple first-line
antimalarials treatment have been instituted. Dr.
Gumedzroe-Hoseto Bladavi (Cohort 4), a PhD Candidate in
Community Health allowed for an extended discussion on
the role of self-medication in driving resistance, and the
justification for changing TES sentinel sites in the country.  

a linear purpose of improving the quality of malaria care
given to Ugandans to support the country in its malaria
elimination pursuits. In this event, happened 25th February
2026 at 05:00 p.m. (EAT), Dr. Myers pointed out that these
audits should help to identify modifiable gaps i.e. delays,
misdiagnosis, documentation errors in a no-blame manner;
improve emergency treatment practices of severe malaria;
and remove preventable deaths through system
improvements. Through Dr. Gerald Rukundo, the Principal
Medical Officer, at the NMED, webinar attendees gained
clarity on the whether malaria mortality audits are
mandatory across Uganda; and the factors beyond malaria
that contribute to deaths attributed to malaria. 

Niger’s Malbaza District registered commendable success
in lowering the malaria burden by 2024 after a challenging
2020-2023 period. Speaking in the February 2026 Alumni
Webinar for Niger, Dr. Adamou Rachid (Cohort 2), the Chief
Medical Officer of Malbaza District reported that confirmed
cases rose sharply to 186% in the period between 2020 and
2023 and then fell drastically to 28% in 2024.  However,
similar gains were not evident in the malaria-related deaths,
as these peaked at 60 in 2024 from 4 in 2021. Results on
the implementation of various malaria control
interventions in the district also revealed differing
achievements as Seasonal Malaria Chemoprevention
exceeded its coverage targets while the third round of the
Intermittent Preventive Treatment for pregnant women
(IPTp3) was at lows of 25% and 46% in coverage. Dr. Sayo
Adamou, a public health specialist prompted responses to
the causes of a high death rate in 2022 despite a relatively
lower caseload; and the reasons for the drastic fall in the
malaria incidence in 2024. 

The Haut-Katanga province in the DRC has turned to
Routine Data Quality Assessments (RDQA) to improve on
data-driven decisions for malaria control and elimination. 

25 March 2026 (Wednesday)
March Alumni Webinar for Burkina Faso

26 March 2026 (Thursday)
March Alumni Webinar for DRC

26 March 2026 (Thursday)
March Alumni Webinar for Togo

20 March 2026 (Friday)
March Alumni Webinar for Tanzania

19 March 2026 (Thursday)
March Alumni Webinar for Nigeria

25 March 2026 (Wednesday)
March Alumni Webinar for Uganda

18 March 2026 (Wednesday)
March Alumni Webinar for Benin

20 March 2026 (Friday)
March Alumni Webinar for Niger

24 March 2026 (Tuesday)
March Alumni Webinar for Sierra Leone

https://x.com/ALAMIMEprogram
https://www.linkedin.com/company/alamime-program
mailto:alamime@musph.ac.ug
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555305556365
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_o_Z5PgS7TTGbjiF3W6QAIg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_o_Z5PgS7TTGbjiF3W6QAIg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_o_Z5PgS7TTGbjiF3W6QAIg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vjyL6g-NTxGE16B5HVnRvg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vjyL6g-NTxGE16B5HVnRvg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vjyL6g-NTxGE16B5HVnRvg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3klCna2FQ2eBPP1piyVpZw
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3klCna2FQ2eBPP1piyVpZw
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3klCna2FQ2eBPP1piyVpZw
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LphSAn5aStOtUH1CSxZ9nA
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LphSAn5aStOtUH1CSxZ9nA
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LphSAn5aStOtUH1CSxZ9nA
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pUdjlB5NRYy-766eXqxfog
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pUdjlB5NRYy-766eXqxfog
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pUdjlB5NRYy-766eXqxfog
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_CLQlqGDHTCWKToLCf7B1qQ
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_CLQlqGDHTCWKToLCf7B1qQ
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_CLQlqGDHTCWKToLCf7B1qQ
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ziKmkP0cQh-PN0q7DX9Qbg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ziKmkP0cQh-PN0q7DX9Qbg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ziKmkP0cQh-PN0q7DX9Qbg
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_E4Ih2jaCSYiuNnuPPaGsrA
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_E4Ih2jaCSYiuNnuPPaGsrA
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_E4Ih2jaCSYiuNnuPPaGsrA
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ehMb80ViReyQk7fZvwAz9g
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ehMb80ViReyQk7fZvwAz9g
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ehMb80ViReyQk7fZvwAz9g

