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Full coverage of the Intermittent Preventive Treatment in
Pregnancy (IPTp) remains somewhat challenging in Sierra
Leone. The January 2026 Alumni Webinar for Sierra Leone,
held on January 21, 2026 at 3:00 p.m. (GMT), brought to
the surface a 60% national IPTp3 coverage in Sierra
Leone’s 16 districts in 2025. Speaking at this event, Ms.
Jeneba M. J. Sesay (Cohort 4), a Senior Community Health
Officer and Special Intervention Unit / Social and Behavior
Change Team Lead at the National Malaria Control
Programme (NMCP), noted that near-universal coverage
for all IPTp doses from 1 to 3 was achieved in areas of Kono
and the Western Area Rural in 2024. She elaborated that
drug stock-outs, weak antenatal care follow-up, and equity
gaps in remote areas challenge IPTp uptake in the country.
Ms. Irene Mabinty Sesay (Cohort 4), a Senior Nurse
Specialist and Team Lead for Malaria in Pregnancy at Sierra
Leone’s NMCP, prompted further reflections on how to
improve IPTp2 and 3 uptake, and what the upcoming 2026
to 2030 National Strategic Plan for Malaria in Sierra Leone
should prioritize for malaria in pregnancy?
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The hindrances posed by informational, behavioral &
institutional factors to malaria control interventions lock
out efforts towards malaria elimination in Benin’s
vulnerable population. While speaking on behalf of the
initial presenter, Mr. Nonnonhou B. Belmondo (Cohort 4),
during the January 2026 Alumni Webinar for Benin on 23
January 2026 at 2:00 p.m. (WAT), Professor Colette
Azandjeme – the ALAMIME Country Coordinator for Benin,
reported that peculiar hindrances to malaria interventions
varied in the peri-urban municipality of Doubou, and the
rural municipality of Tofo. Key gaps identified included
those on having limited knowledge about malaria-related
information, inappropriate mosquito net use, and generic
programming which overlooks the malaria needs of young
women. Questions in this event critically reflected why
young women are overlooked, and what advocacy outcomes
as a result of identifying such gaps?

Benin

Corroborated evidence from outpatient/inpatient
department, testing, commodity, mortality, and that from
Reproductive and Child Health records attested to the
existence of a robust malaria service delivery system and
better malaria control outcomes in Tanzania’s Singida
region. In the January 2026 Alumni Webinar for Tanzania,
which took place on 23 January 2026 at 6:00 p.m. (EAT), Dr.
Balla A. Boaz (Cohort 1), the Regional Malaria and IMCI Focal
Person for the Singida Region, shared that confirmed cases
in the region declined roughly to 47% and malaria deaths fell
dramatically from 36 in 2021 to 1 in 2025. He shared that the
use of MRDT for malaria diagnosis rose significantly to
98.6%, though the use of microscopy dropped to just 1.4%.
Dr. Rose Alfred (Cohort 1), an Obstetrics and Gynecology
Resident at Muhimbili University of Health and Allied
Sciences, allowed the webinar participants to seek
responses on the kind of malaria interventions that saw a
major decline in cases between 2021 and 2025 in the region,
and also that in the use of microscopy as a diagnostic
method for malaria.

Tanzania

| |

Key in this month’s discussions were reflections on how
leadership and clinical strategy can strike a potentially
disastrous malaria peak back to normalcy. 

Please read the highlights from each of our country webinars
held in January 2026. We hope you join us in the upcoming
February 2026 Alumni Webinars.

The quality of malaria discourses in, and strong turnout for the
January 2026 Alumni Webinars predict an interactive year
-2026 is to be.
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(Cohort 1), the Assistant Director of Surveillance, Monitoring
and Evaluation at the National Malaria Elimination Program,
facilitated a closer look at why triangulation of OPD and
MSF forms for this verification was done, and the duration
after which MRDTs are stored after the verification exercise.

Uganda

The malaria control operations of Village Health Team (VHT)
members/community health workers in Uganda’s Bushenyi
District rest on core capacity-building principles on disease
response for accelerated progress towards elimination in
communities. On 28th January 2028 at 5:00 p.m. (EAT), Mr.
Wilber Arineitwe (Cohort 4), the Bushenyi District Vector
Control Officer and Malaria Focal Person, admitted that VHT
work in the district rests on: VHT training, VHT tooling,
oversight, community acceptance, and facilitation of their
work. To strengthen the malaria activities of VHTs, Mr.
Wilber gave nationwide recommendations that include  

Storing of, and cross-verification with MRDT cassettes has
proven to be an efficient and effective way of reporting
malaria test positivity rates (TPR) in Osun State. On January
22, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. (WAT), Mrs. Adenike A. Ogunbola
(Cohort 2), an Environmental Health Scientist and Assistant
Monitoring & Evaluation Officer at the Osun State Malaria
Elimination Programme, submitted that the Plan-Do-Study-
Act process of MRDT verification reduced the statewide
test positivity rate by 17% after its pilot in 50 primary
health care facilities. The ripple effect of this approach was
the halting of procuring approximately 85,312 antimalarial
drugs, estimated at about USD 66,000, improvements in
malaria diagnostic practices, and accurate reporting on
malaria test positivity in the state. Dr. Tolulope Fagbemi 
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at the NMCP in Togo, Dr. Agbanda Solange shared that the
2026 ITN mass distribution activity will fully adopt the
DHIS2 digitalization with QR-code traceability per net. In the
same event which happened on January 29, 2026 at 4:00
p.m. (GMT), Dr. Solange spoke to an improvement in the
2026 ITN campaign of having distinct enumeration and
distribution phases for precise distribution operations and
maximised cost-effectiveness through the Bring Your Own
Device distribution model as a tool for ITN distribution
tracking. Mr. Tchedjingni Kokou Sèdomon (Cohort 4), the
Head of the CMS Asrama District of Haho, stimulated more
discussion of why this campaign returns to sharing 1 net per
2 people, and how the issue of lost coupons for enumerated
persons would be handled at distribution?
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The decline in malaria cases in Burkina Faso’s Bankui Region
in 2025 fits for a description of the hard-won gains in
malaria control in the region. The analysis made by Dr. Ollo
Mathieu Somé (Cohort 3), a Public Health Doctor at Burkina
Faso’s Ministry of Health, on January 28, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.
(GMT) indicated a clear decline in malaria cases in 2025 to
560,000 cases from 665,000 cases in 2023 and 716,000 in
2024. This reduction was tied to the high seasonal malaria
chemoprevention coverage averaging at 91 and 94%,
distribution of mosquito nets which reached over 2.5
million people, intensified and community-led larval source
management, and the early introduction of the R21/Matrix-
M vaccine. Participants in the webinar benefited from the
inquiries solicited by Dr. Ambroise Ouédraogo (Cohort 1), a
Public Health Doctor and Country Alumni Representative,
on the higher incidence in Boromo, the factors responsible
for increase of cases in children under 5 years.
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Experiences from the Regional Hospital Center of Tahoua in
Niger demonstrated that the ability to downplay the lethal
potential of malaria lies in competent leadership and
clinical strategy. On January 29, 2026 at 3:00 p.m. (WAT),
Dr. Moussa M. A. Razak (Cohort 2), a Pediatrician and the
Chief Medical Officer of the Pediatrics Department and
Nutrition at the center, shared that despite resource
constraints, they managed to offer quality malaria care to
3,713 severe pediatric cases during the peak with case
fatality rates kept between 2 and 5%. This achievement was
as a function of structured triage activities using the TETU
protocol, ramping up of hospital capacity with temporary
staff through partner support like Médecins Sans
Frontières, dedicated specialised malaria care units, and
rigorous supervision. In an extended discussion, Dr. Yahaya
M. Moussa (Cohort 4), a Pediatrician at the Tahoua Mother
and Child Health Center, facilitated the participants' probe
into the high severe caseload at this center, and what drove
in-patient mortality?

formalizing their roles, digitising reporting platforms,
strengthening incentives for them, and activating
sustainable financing for their activities. Dr. Maureen
Amutuhaire, a Senior Medical Officer and ICCM Focal
Person at the Ministry of Health, allowed for extended
reflections on how the district negotiated VHT attrition,
and how they are integrated with other community
structures.

The quality of the malaria surveillance system in the
Kinshasa Province Health Division holds great potential for
reducing its malaria burden through evidence-based
decision making. Dr. Amédé Kinuka’s (Cohort 2) analysis on
the system quality, delivered on January 30, 2026 at 6:00
p.m. (WAT), revealed that the system was rated excellent on
simplicity, acceptability, flexibility, and sensitivity.
However, further analysis from the Epidemiologist and
Analyst at the Provincial Coordination Office of the
Kinshasa NMCP indicated that the system performed
poorly on representativeness, timeliness, stability due to
poor internet and electricity issues, and data quality due to
inaccuracies and inconsistencies. Dr. Berck Banze (Cohort
2), an Analyst at the Technical Support Office in Haut
Lomami, gave room for questioning the 43%
representativeness of the Kinshasa Province Health
Division in the system, and the causes of low timeliness in
urban Kinshasa.

The operational strategy for the 2026 mass distribution of
Insecticide Treated Nets (ITNs) in Togo is poised towards
achieving a high ITN coverage rate in the country.
Presenting on behalf of Dr. Kadzahlo Komla Dovene (Cohort
3), a Public Health Doctor and Head of the Prevention Unit
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