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burden LGAs, she called for the selective application of
such measures, and then achieving a certain degree of
reactive case detection; and in low-transmission areas, she

* November Alumni Webinars proposed rigorous active case detection, and prevention of
* Upcoming Alumni Webinars in December new cases. In his capacity as the moderator, Dr. Tolulope
Dear readers, Fagbemi (Cohort 1), an Assistant Director of Surveillance,
M&E at Nigeria’s NMEP greatly enriched discussions on: the

LU ER e B ER VUSSRV BRI TEERE U R EIERER (o test malaria prevalence in Kwara State, and how the 16
efforts in Africa extends beyond simply convening key malaria FEcYN ISR et il e}

stakeholders from member countries and beyond. It also
[ Uganda ]

involves informing participants and shaping their views on the ) .
developments toward malaria elimination in Africa. A three-pronged strategy that seeks to alleviate malaria,

. - . . . pneumonia, and diarrhea, all delivered and tracked at the
We witnessed this in events like the November Alumni Webinar community level, has helped Lamwo District, Uganda to ably

e e D e LB i respond to malaria in under-fives. During the November
interventions for different geographical zones in Kwara State; [FNTIFINETVINCRP Uganda on 25" November 2025 at 5:00

WL e R B B S SR LB b.m. (EAT), Mr. Patrick Odonga, the Vector Control Officer
predictive and anticipatory approaches to malaria response; and Malaria Focal Person in Lamwo reported that 1,097
B EEE U RRE RTEREE R ERE DS trained and equipped Village Health Teams (VHTs) deliver
proactive measures to prevent antimalarial drug resistance. integrated Community Case Management (iCCM) services to
children under five within 24 hours. Their activities are
tracked by the electronic Community Health Information
November Alumni Webinars System (eCI-!IS). Dr. Maureen Amutuhairvv'e,.a Senior Medigal
Officer and iCCM Focal Person at the Ministry of Health in

[Tanzania ] Uganda, supported participants to understand how VHTs
In Shinyanga Region, Tanzania, improved malaria testing, are facilitated, and motivated in their iCCM roles and how

surveillance, and vector control practices have contributed stock-outs of iCCM medicines are managed.
to a reduced test positivity rate from 22.3% in 2020 to 8.7% [ Sierra Leone ]

in 2024. Malaria Rapid Diagnostic Tools (mRDTs) are the The detrimental effect of malaria on expectant mothers
commonly used diagnostics, and microscopy was said to be pas prompted Sierra Leone to intensify tailored malaria
limited to a few health facilities in the area. These points ;nterventions for this vulnerable group. On 26 November
were made by the Shinyanga Municipal Council Malaritz: 2025 at 3:00 p.m. (GMT), Ms. Christiana Menad Squire
Focal Person, Mr. Anthony Mwapulo (Cohort 3) on 197 conort 3), Deputy Chief Nursing and Midwifery Officer at
November 2025 at 02:00 p.m. (EAT) during the November pq Ministry of Health, pointed out that malaria in

Alumni Webinar for Tanzania. In his presentation, he also pregnancy causes severe anaemia, low birth weight, and
talked about the challenges in testing which include mRDT stillbirths, with greater severity in first-time pregnant

stock-outs,  inadequate  microscopy  supplies, and yomen. To protect them, ITNs were given to them, at least
inconsistent testing protocols. Discussions facilitated by three doses of IPTp, and prompt malaria treatment. Key
Ms. Mwanahamisi H. Ramadhani (Cohort 2), the District reflections facilitated by Dr. Abdul K. Mbawah (Cohort 3),
Malaria Focal Person for Pangani District addressed: how tpe AL AMIME Country Coordinator in Sierra Leone, were
community awareness is vital for engagement; and how on: the main impact of malaria in pregnancy in Sierra
domestic funding is key for improved diagnosis. Leone, and the key challenges hindering progress toward
[ Nigeria ] elimination among pregnant women in the country.

Kwara State in Nigeria has a sketch of targeted [ Burkina Faso

interventions, highly relevant to malaria elimination at In Burkina Faso’s Guiriko region, Community-based Health
state, national, and continental levels. On 20" November Workers (CHWSs) are central to malaria elimination. On 26™
2025 at 5:00 p.m. (WAT), Ms. Baker Muibat Omolola (Cohort November 2025 at 05:00 p.m. (GMT), Dr. Nanimpo
3), the Deputy Programme Manager at the Kwara State Goumbane (Cohort 3), the Chief Medical Officer of the Lena
Malaria Elimination Programme, analysed Kwara State’s Health District in the Guiriko Region, highlighted that rural
distinct transmission zones, which require tailored malaria and urban volunteer CHWSs effectively diagnose and treat all
intervention packages. In high-burden Local Government ages, hence reducing severe cases even in insecure areas,
Areas (LGAs) in Kwara State, she recommended thanks to community acceptance and integration of their
implementation of a full package of preventive, vector- commodity needs into district plans. However, stock-outs,
control, and case-management interventions. In moderate- rainy-season mobility issues, low stipends, and insufficient
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Please enjoy reading about highlights from each event.
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coverage of CHWs undermine their contribution. Dr.
Ambroise Ouedraogo (Cohort 1), a Public Health Physician,
and ALAMIME Alumni Representative in Burkina Faso
facilitated reflections on: Burkina Faso’s current malaria
elimination phase, and whether CHWs have truly lowered
incidence despite seasonal peaks.

[ Benin ]

The emergence of anti-malarial drug resistance in some
parts of Africa prompted Benin to act proactively to
maintain the efficacy of Artemether-Lumefantrine (AL) in
treating malaria. On 27" November 2025 at 02:00 p.m.
(WAT), Dr. Oke Yves Josse, the Head of the Intermittent
Preventive Care and Treatment Department at Benin’s
NMCP deemed this WHO-aligned strategy of adding
Artesunate Pyronaridine (AP) to the first-line malaria
treatment as a tactical move to delay resistance of AL in
Benin. Its rollout from 2023 included updating treatment
guidelines, extensive training, and strengthened
pharmacovigilance. Mr. Kpemasse Augustin (Cohort 3), the
Head of the Laboratory and Chemotherapy Department at
Benin’s NMCP enabled more discussions on: Benin’s
justification for AP rollout in the absence resistance to AL
in the country, and why there was ongoing adverse effect
monitoring despite pending tool updates.

| DRC

In its efforts to effectively control malaria, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC) has adopted predictive and
anticipatory techniques to manage to the disease. On 27"
November 2025 at 06:00 p.m. (WAT), Dr. Christel Muteba
(Cohort 1), the NMCP Epidemiological Surveillance Head,
submitted that automated Tableau dashboards forecast
malaria upsurges using five-year historical epidemic
thresholds. Malaria upsurge triggers prompt anticipatory
responses such as enhanced case management, Mass Drug
Administration, Indoor Residual Spraying, and pre-
positioned ITNs. Conflict, displacement, and heavy rains
were reported to drive upsurges. Dr. Berck Banze (Cohort
2), an Analyst at the DPS Haut-Lomami Technical Support
Office, moderated further explanations on: early detection
mechanisms in remote areas; and how data from health
facilities, community workers, and partners is harmonised
for early detection and faster alerts in remote areas.

[ Niger ]

A retrospective study of 223 severe malaria cases in Niger
between September and October 2025 revealed a 5.8%
mortality rate in under-fives, highest when anaemia and
neurological complications co-occurred. On 28" November
2025 at 3:00 p.m. (WAT), Dr. Dourhamane Boureima (Cohort

2) reported that rural residence of children, having
unemployed mothers, and being female were key risks for
suffering from severe malaria. Timely blood transfusions
and Seasonal Malaria Chemoprevention were appreciated
for reducing severe malaria-related deaths. Dr. Yahaya
Mahamadou Moussa (Cohort 4), a pediatrician at the same
institution facilitated responses on why there was a higher
female mortality despite more male admissions and what
explained the protective effect of civil-servant mothers.

[ Togo ]

The 2023 ITN mass distribution campaign in Togo
demonstrated the country’s ability to mobilise local
resources and leverage digital solutions for improved
malaria outcomes. During the November Alumni Webinar
for Togo on 28th November 2025 at 4:00 p.m. (GMT), Mr.
Tchalla Nourou (Cohort 3), the Head of Community-Based
Interventions at Togo’s NMCP, explained that the fully
digital 2023 ITN campaign utilised a total of 7,323
smartphones to track campaign activities through the
DHIS2 platform. The digitisation effort was supported by
local resource mobilisation, which encouraged community
distributors to use their own high-performing smartphones
in ITN distribution tracking. As part of capacity-building,
25,497 stakeholders were trained to use the DHIS2
platform for tracking ITNs, thereby equipping a critical
mass of them with lasting digital skills for even future
health campaigns. At the end of the campaign, a 98.7% ITN
coverage rate was achieved, estimated to have protected 7
million people. Ms. Djagba T.A. Alouya (Cohort 3), Malaria
Focal Point at DPS Golfe, helped participants understand
why the term “community smartphones” was used and
how internet connectivity was managed in remote areas.

Upcoming Webinars in December

16" December 2025 (Tuesday)

December Alumni Webinar for Uganda

16" December 2025 (Tuesday)

December Alumni Webinar for Sierra Leone
17" December 2025 (Wednesday)
December Alumni Webinar for Tanzania
17" December 2025 (Wednesday)
December Alumni Webinar for Burkina Faso
18" December 2025 (Thursday)

December Alumni Webinar for Benin

18™ December 2025 (Thursday)

December Alumni Webinar for Nigeria

23" December 2025 (Tuesday)

December Alumni Webinar for Niger

23" December 2025 (Tuesday)

December Alumni Webinar for DRC

26" December 2025 (Friday)

December Alumni Webinar for Togo
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