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Dear readers,

ALAMIME is rising, not just as a training initiative for
malaria elimination in Africa, but also as a platform for
hosting key discussions on malaria elimination and
reflecting on the hard questions surrounding its
persistence on the continent.

In September, our alumni led events covering a variety of
malaria-related topics. The September Alumni Webinars
delved into a broad range of subjects, including the malaria
situation in Niger; contextualised understandings of
Seasonal Malaria Chemoprevention (SMC) in Benue State,
Nigeria, the Karamoja Region, Uganda, and the Alibori
Department, Benin; and community organising for malaria

under five, parental consent plays a crucial role, with survey
results from the two countries showing 73% acceptance in
Sierra Leone and 76% in Guinea. Vaccine hesitancy was
attributed to low education levels, cultural influences in rural
areas, and the availability of alternative preventive measures.
Mr. John Seppeh (Cohort 3 alumnus) and Malaria
Epidemiology Surveillance M&E Officer at Sierra Leone's
National Malaria Control Program (NMCP) helped attendees
gain insights into the cultural beliefs driving hesitancy, the
participant selection techniques used in the survey, and why
alternative preventive measures were preferred over
vaccination.
J

[ Tanzania

Examples like the Pan-African Mosquito Control Association's
Women in Vector Control (PAMCA-WiVC) demonstrate the
active role of women in the fight against malaria on the
continent. Ms. Christina Sudi (Cohort 3 alumna) and
Consultant and Mentor with the Malaria Elimination Initiative

elimination. at the University of California discussed women's involvement

in malaria elimination at length, highlighting the operations of
PAMCA-WiVC. On September 20, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. (EAT), she
highlighted women's vulnerability to malaria due to gender
roles such as giving birth and caregiving. She emphasized that
these factors limit their decision-making power and sideline
them from leadership positions. She called for greater
commitment to adopting PAMCA-WiVC strategies, including
providing empowerment training for women and advocating
for gender-responsive policies. Mr. Daudi Mpamba (Cohort 2
alumnus) and Facility In-Charge at Nyangwijima Dispensary in
Kigoma helped attendees gain clarity on; why the focus is on
women, despite men's exposure to malaria through their work
e.g., as night watchmen, and other institutional examples of
women leading the malaria fight and further details on

Please enjoy the highlights from each of these events.

September Alumni Webinars

Seasonal Malaria Chemoprevention (SMC) is strengthening
Benue State’s efforts in Nigeria to curb malaria cases and
deaths among children under five. During the September
Alumni Webinar for Nigeria on September 18 at 5:00 p.m.
(WAT), Mr. Abanyi L. Joseph (Cohort 3 alumnus) and
Monitoring and Evaluation Officer at the Benue State Malaria
Elimination Program reported that SMC Rounds | and Il
reached 1.3 million children (ages 3 to 59 months) annually . .
from 2021 to 2025. He emphasized that this intervention has PAMCARRMIRE operations.
helped avert 7,740 malaria cases per year, including 32 severe [ Uganda J
cases. These positive results are seen as vital to reducing The Karamoja Region demonstrates resilience against security
Nigeria's substantial share of the global malaria burden, which issues, nomadism, and other challenges to improve Seasonal
accounted for 27% of global incidence in 2021. The Malaria Chemoprevention coverage for malaria elimination.
moderation by Dr. Tolulope Fagbemi (Cohort 1 alumnus) and During the Uganda event on September 24, 2025, at 5:00 p.m.
Assistant Director for Surveillance at Nigeria’s National (EAT), Mr. Richard Achuma (Cohort 4 trainee) and Vector
Malaria Elimination Program (NMEP) helped attendees gain Control Officer and Malaria Focal Point in Amudat District
insights into the assumptions used in modeling the presented reported that Karamoja's malaria prevalence was the nation's
data and the safety of generalizing Mr. Abanyi’s analysis. highest at 34% in 2019, with peak transmission during the
[ Sierra Leone ] rainy season. To address the region's unique health needs, Mr.
: X - . Achuma noted that SMC activities were intensified, targeting
Parents in Guinea and Sierra Leone are proactive to protect 282,357 children (ages 3 to 59 months) in 2024 and extending

children under five from mal.aria. During the Sierra Leone to those under 10 years in 2025. SMC coverage reached high
event on September 19 at 2:00 p.m. (GMT), Dr. Abdul K. \oyels and contributed to a 92% reduction in malaria risk.
Mbawah (Cohort 3 alumnus) and Head of the Department of Webinar attendees gained expert insights from both Mr.

Community Health at the University of Sierra Leone revealed 5. ma and the moderator Dr Jane Nabakooza. Technical

that malaria vaccines are particularly relevant in these | .o+ for Malaria Chemoprevention and Vaccines at Uganda's

count.ries due to their high incidence.rat(.as, with Sierra.Leone Ministry of Health on integrating SMC into the Expanded
reaching 329 cases per 1,000 population in 2021. For children Programme on Immunisation and managing adverse events.

[ Nigeria
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[ Burkina Faso

On September 24, 2025, at 5:00 p.m (GMT), during the
September Alumni Webinar for Burkina Faso, Mr. Zett Christian [ Togo ]

(Cohort 2 alumnus) explored the "Role of Community-Based Provision of malaria services in Togolese communities
Organizations (CBOs) in Eliminating Malaria in the Koulsé extends to assessing their quality. Mr. Metchoko Kossi
Region of Burkina Faso by 2025." He shared how the Koulsé Nevaeme (Cohort 3 alumnus), Administrative Manager for
Region has built substantial community organizing capacity to Health Care and DRS Plateaus Malaria Control Focal Person,
aid the fight against malaria. This capacity extends beyond the revealed that competent community workers are vital for
technical and financial resources mobilized by CBOs from quality case management. During the Togo event on
international partners like the Global Fund, to the communal September 26, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. (GMT), Mr. Kossi noted that
contributions of community health workers (CHWS). most community health workers (CHWs) adhered to
Moderation of Dr. Marthe A. Sawadogo (Cohort 2 alumna) and community malaria case management guidelines, with lapses
specialist in health promotion, prevention, and protection, in practices like hand washing. Moderation by Ms. Djossou A.
webinar gave participants clarity on how CBOs operate in Perpetue (Cohort 3 alumna), Public Health Midwife and
insecure areas and how coordination between CBOs and CHWs Malaria Specialist, provided clarity on female representation
is done. in the CHW structure, improving infection prevention
[ Benin J practices within it, and protecting CHWs through schemes

like health insurance.

] such people; and the mechanisms to ensure sustainability of
the work of such communities.

Adherence to Benin's Community Health Policy has enabled -
the Alibori Department to achieve significant gains in malaria [ Niger ]

control through Seasonal Malaria Chemoprevention (SMC). On Several perspectives on malaria are key to effectively
September 25, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. (WAT), during the September understanding its dynamics in Niger. During the event for
Alumni Webinar for Benin, Mr. Garba Say Wassirou (Cohort 3 Niger, on September 27, 2025, at 3:00 p.m. (WAT), Professor
alumnus), Doctor and Alibori Department Malaria Focal |brahim M. Laminou, Associate Professor of Parasitology at
Person, highlighted the vital role of community health workers FAST/UAM, described himself as a survivor of “Masassara”
(CHWSs) in administering SMC. Thanks to their involvement in (fever in Hausa), which affected about 4 million people in
SMC activities, malaria incidence and mortality drastically 2023 and caused the deaths to many. He noted that
declined in the area, and SMC coverage reached 99% in zones responses to the disease in Niger range from traditional
like Banikoara. With moderation by Mr. Kinsa Foubo Ulrich methods, such as scarification, to the administration of
(Cohort 3 alumnus), Statistician and M&E Specialist, attendees malaria vaccines like RTS,S and R21/Matrix-M. Dr. Alassane H.
received responses to questions on the universal feasibility of Mohamed (Cohort 3 alumna) and Health Project Manager at
SMC through CHWs, peak transmission periods, and how Niamey General Reference Hospital facilitated an extended
CHWSs manage adverse effects. discussion on elimination barriers in Niger, the impact of
[ DRC ] vaccination in the country, and other issues.

Communities exemplifying good practices for malaria Upcoming Webinars in October

elimination in Equateur Province, DRC, have demonstrated
that the elimination agenda must be community-driven. On
September 25, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. (WAT), during the September
Alumni Webinar for DRC, Mr. Richard Mputu (Cohort 2
alumnus) and Data Manager for the Equateur Province Malaria
Control Program revealed that community involvement is key
to realizing WHO's Global Technical Strategy and DRC's
national malaria elimination goals. To center malaria
elimination on community efforts, Equateur Province
established Community Action Cells to support prevention
and surveillance activities at the local level. With support from
Dr. Berck Banze (Cohort 2 alumnus) and Public Health Expert,
event participants gained appreciation for the good practices
employed by Community Action Cell members in malaria
prevention and control, as well as the criteria used to select

16" October 2025 (Thursday)
October Alumni Webinar for Nigeria

20™ October 2025 (Monday)
October Alumni Webinar for Sierra Leone

23 October 2025 (Thursday)
October Alumni Webinar for Benin

24 October 2025 (Friday)
October Alumni Webinar for Niger

25" October 2025 (Saturday)
October Alumni Webinar for Tanzania

29" October 2025 (Wed nesdailjy)
October Alumni Webinar for Uganda

29" October 2025 (Wednesday)

October Alumni Webinar for Burkina Faso
30" October 2025 (Thursday)

October Alumni Webinar for DRC

31%" October 2025 (Friday)
October Alumni Webinar for Togo

{ SEPTEMBER ALUMNI WEBINARS IN NUMBERS )

Narrative Summary Nigeria Sierra Leone Tanzania Uganda Burkina Faso Benin DRC Togo
Total participants EB 43 43 128 62 B2 42 104
Alumni Status
Alumni 28 11 15 30 17 18 19 17
Non-alumni 60 32 28 98 45 [ 23 BT
Gender
Male 52 27 7 92 43 45 31 78
Female 36 16 16 36 19 37 11 26
Consortium Status
Consortium countries 3 3 4 3 4 5 5
MNon-consortium countries 1 1 1 3 1 1 2 2
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