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On July 16 , 2025 at 03:00 PM (GMT), it became clear that
effective malaria case management in Sierra Leone relies
heavily on efficient procurement and supply of malaria
commodities. Pharmacist Brenda Stafford, the
Procurement and Supply Chain Management Lead at Sierra
Leone’s NMCP, highlighted key national strategic
frameworks that are used to streamline the supply of
malaria commodities in Sierra Leone. Implementation of
these frameworks led to successes in decentralized
forecasting and improved data quality via DHIS2
integration. Challenges in rolling out the mSupply Mobile
initiative threaten continued success in the supply of
essential malaria commodities in Sierra Leone. The webinar
underscored that the elimination goal in Sierra Leone is
only attainable when essential commodities used in case
management are delivered in a timely manner. Pharmacist
Paulina Jalloh facilitated responses addressing which
NMCP strategies are in place to minimize emergency
orders, reduce donor dependency, and work towards
achievement of key elimination indicators.

th

Plot 2, Ekobo Avenue Kololo, Kampala, UgandaAddress: Website: https://alamime.musph.ac.ug

A newsletter on webinars given by and with ALAMIME Alumni 

Shining Alamime Stars

Nigeria’s webinar on July 17  at 05:00 PM (WAT) explored
one of the widely embraced malaria interventions—
Insecticide-Treated Nets (ITNs), particularly in Nigeria. Mr.
Sunday Ogunyemi, an Assistant State Malaria Program
Officer at Ondo State, reported that 2 billion nets have
been distributed since 2004 in Africa. Resultantly, in
Nigeria, ITN ownership in Nigeria rose from 5% in 2000 to
73% in 2023, significantly reducing malaria cases. He
lamented that this intervention faces insecticide
resistance and cultural barriers. He suggested using PBO
ITNs and community engagement. Dr. Tolulope Fagbemi
guided discussions on the use of the 'chemicals'  
terminology when referring to ITN insecticides and
inquiries on the selective ITN distribution in Ondo State.
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Dear readers,

Elsewhere around the globe, countries like Timor-Leste
in Asia and Suriname in South America have proven that
malaria can be eliminated, even in our time. For Africa,
that manifestation latently shines through the training
and community building initiatives at ALAMIME. 

Even in July 2025, our enthusiasm never dimmed in
fostering engaging discussions on the best practices for
eliminating malaria in and around Africa. Topics such as
gender, climate change, and interrupting malaria
transmission at the larval stage, among other compelling
subjects, emerged during the July Alumni Webinars.

As we embrace August 2025, join us to appreciate all the
discussions that were held by and with our alumni in
July.

The journey to malaria elimination in Uganda has
revealed that disrupting the transmission chain of
malaria at the larval stage is far more effective in
controlling the disease. On July 22  at 05:00 PM (EAT),
Uganda’s webinar discussed Larval Source Management
(LSM). Mr. Adriko Moses, a Senior Entomologist at the
Ministry of Health, outlined habitat modification,
larviciding, and biological control as key LSM
interventions to significantly reduce mosquito
populations. He highlighted BTI’s (a larviciding agent)
85% efficacy in larval reduction in Lira, Uganda.
Challenges with LSM include labor-intensive mapping
and a shortage of entomologists. His presentation
advocated for innovations like AI drone mapping. Dr.
Catherine Maiteki Sebuguzi, the Deputy Program
Manager at NMED, facilitated responses addressing the
malaria incidence in LSM areas and how LSM
interventions’ performance is tracked.
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The old adage 'prevention is better than cure' came out
strongly during the July Alumni Webinar for Burkina Faso.
Held on July 23 , 2025 at 05:00 PM (GMT), this webinar
examined the malaria vaccine’s impact in Dano. Dr. Salam
Mande, District Medical Officer, reported reduced
morbidity and mortality since February 2024, noting the
RTS,S vaccine as a vital intervention, despite coverage
challenges. He recommended logistical improvements
and community engagement. Moderated by Dr. Ambroise
Ouedraogo, a public health physician, the webinar
facilitated discussions on factors that led to an increase
in vaccination rates in Dano and how adverse effects
were managed.
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The July Alumni Webinar for Niger, which also occurred
on 26  July 2025 at 03:30 PM (WAT), demonstrated that
some issues that malaria programs in Africa grapple
with are structural, deeply embedded in cultural
practices. Dr. Hadiza Jackou, former National
Coordinator for Niger’s NMCP, highlighted how gender
roles and norms limit healthcare access and that using
tools like the Malaria Matchbox is one way to effectively
address these issues in the journey toward malaria
elimination. Professor Alkassoum S. Ibrahim’s
facilitation enabled participants to gain a deeper
understanding of how the ‘École des Maris’ (a male
champions’) initiative operates, what the Malaria
Matchbox is, and how it can be accessed.

th

The climate change-malaria nexus is a nascent area of
focus in malaria management in Africa. On July 31 ,
2025 at 01:00 PM (WAT), DRC’s webinar linked climate
change to rising malaria cases. Dr. Christel Muteba, the
Head of Epidemiological and Climatological Surveillance
at DRC’s National Malaria Control Program, reported
27.6 million cases in 2024, driven by temperature and
rainfall changes. Adaptation strategies, such as the ‘One
Health’ approach to malaria control, were proposed.
Moderated by Dr. Berck Banze, an analyst at DPS
Technical Support Office, the webinar enabled
participants to explore the role of multisectoral
collaboration in malaria control and elimination, the
impact of heavy rains on malaria transmission, and the
ecological impacts of spraying.
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On July 26  at 04:00 PM (EAT), Tanzania’s webinar reviewed
malaria testing at Bukoba Regional Referral Hospital. Mr.
Eustadius Kamugisha, Epidemiologist and Laboratory
Manager, reported a 5% positivity rate, with blood smear
microscopy outperforming malaria rapid diagnostic tests.
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Challenges in malaria testing in Bukoba included
incomplete records (i.e., missing data on weight, age,
clinical history, etc.). Moderated by Ms. Gaudensia Bwire,
Environmental Health Officer in Dar es Salaam, the webinar
addressed questions on the benefits of integrated testing,
test sensitivity, and workload mitigation strategies for
quality testing in such area.

Tanzania

Togo’s webinar on July 25 , 2025 at 04:00 PM (GMT)
emphasized that the strength of any malaria program is in
its ability to deliver antimalarial products to the most
vulnerable people in remote areas. Mr. Aliou Nourou
Sakora, the malaria focal point for Togo’s Maritime Region,
said that Togo strives to do so through centralized supply
chains, although challenges like data quality and
transportation persist. Solutions to these challenges
included using digital tools to address health needs in
these areas and leveraging the support of CHWs.
Moderated by Ms. Apedo Amaga Evenunye, anti-larval
officer at Togo’s NMCP, the webinar enabled participants to
better understand the factors responsible for additional
costs to achieve last-mile service delivery and how
community health workers store antimalarial products for
last-mile delivery.
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On July 24  at 02:00 PM (GMT), Benin’s webinar focused on
the significance of data in malaria eradication. Mr. Dossa
Hubert, a research assistant in statistics and
epidemiological modeling in Abomey, emphasized accurate
data collection and analysis throughout the design and
implementation of malaria programs. He revealed that
malaria programs face ongoing challenges in effectively
managing data. Mr. Garba Say Wassirou, a physician at
Benin’s NMCP, moderated the webinars Q&A session, which
enabled the participants to obtain guidance on of-quality
mixed-methods data management tools and best practices
in ethically handling malaria data. 
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