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Digital technology innovations are increasingly being
embedded in the fight against malaria on the continent. On
August 20th, 2025, at 03:00 PM GMT, Mr. Lamin Kamara
(Cohort 3 Alumnus), serving as the Principal Community
Health Officer and Senior Monitoring and Evaluation Officer at
Sierra Leone’s Ministry of Health and Sanitation, discussed
"Lessons from the Use of Digital Technology in ITN Mass
Campaigns for Malaria Elimination in Koinadugu District, Sierra
Leone." His presentation centered on the 2023/2024 ITN
campaign, which sought to achieve 80% ITN usage and 95%
ITN coverage through digital tools like the Red Rose app. The
app was designed to improve real-time data capture and use
and to aid household registration for ITNs. Key achievements
from integrating the Red Rose app in ITN distribution included:
a 96% ITN coverage achieved in Koinadugu, reduced
transportation expenses, and precise prepositioning of ITNs,
though the exercise was hampered by poor connectivity
challenges. Mr. Phillip Brewah (Cohort 3 Alumnus), serving as
the Surveillance Officer at NMCP, moderated a segment of the
event that addressed concerns about how impact monitoring
was conducted in the ITN distribution campaign and how rural
connectivity challenges were addressed.
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Benin does not conduct epidemiological surveillance of
malaria in isolation but also tracks the vectors that carry the
malaria parasites and the nature of the parasites themselves.
Mr. Ganglo Maturin (Cohort 3 Alumnus), the Focal Point for
Malaria, NCDs, and NTDs at DDS Atacora shared on Benin’s
malaria surveillance acumen on August 21, 2025, at 03:00 PM
WAT. It carries out epidemiological surveillance via DHIS2,
conducts entomological surveillance through vector
monitoring at sentinel sites, and performs parasitological
surveillance through efficacy testing of anti-malarial drugs.
The comprehensive surveillance contributed to a reduced
malaria incidence, but its activities are threatened by data
quality and funding shortage issues. Mr. Akan Vivien (Cohort 3
Alumnus), the Head of Pharmacy and Pharmacovigilance at
Benin’s NMCP, facilitated responses to whether there have
been ITN efficacy studies, the social determinants in the
control of malaria, and how pharmacovigilance is conducted.

Dear readers,

ALAMIME’s commitment to building strong African health
systems for malaria elimination through strengthened
leadership and management remains unwavering. The
catalytic role of ALAMIME in eliminating malaria in Africa
was evident during the August Alumni Webinars.

These discussed at length various approaches of managing
the malaria challenge on the continent. A thread from
these discussions touches on points from delivering anti-
malarials to the most vulnerable sections of the community
to demonstrating actual elimination at a micro-level to
inform macro-level elimination efforts. Discussions along
these lines will continue into the month of September. 

Happy reading!

Kebbi State in Nigeria is leveraging the preventive power of
the R21/Matrix-M vaccine to protect children under five
against malaria. On August 21, 2025, at 05:00 PM WAT, Mr.
Rabilu Sani Bunza (Cohort 2 Alumnus), the Surveillance
Monitoring and Evaluation Officer in Kebbi State, Nigeria,
detailed the R21/Matrix-M rollout in the state, which started in
December 2024 with a target of 179,542 children. He revealed
that MV1 saw 100,732 doses administered to children but
indicated high dropout rates in subsequent vaccine
administrations. He identified collaborations with leaders and
reminders as facilitators in the rollout exercise but lamented
hesitancy cases and limited refresher training opportunities
for vaccinators. Reactions to the presentation, uncovered by
Ms. Josephine Onuh (Cohort 1 Alumna), who serves as a
Scientific Officer at NMEP, focused on whether there were
adverse effects, the causes of hesitancy in the community,
and solutions to address dropout.

Improving access to Long-Lasting Insecticidal Nets (LLINs) has
been a major milestone achieved in the fight against malaria in
Ubungo Municipality in Tanzania. On August 23, 2025, at
04:00 PM EAT, Mr. Msafiri Goodluck Mselle, Cohort 4 Trainee
and Senior Environmental Health Officer at Kilimanjaro
Region’s Regional Commissioner’s Office, revealed this during
his presentation that there was an improvement from an
initial low LLIN uptake in private facilities in 2020.
Interventions like online daily reporting tools, satellite
centers, and awards boosted coverage to 94% for pregnant
women and 83% for infants by 2023. Moderated by Dr.
Godfrey Smart (Cohort 2 Alumnus), a Postgraduate Student at
Muhimbili University, the Q&A session addressed how private
sector LLIN distribution activities are monitored and how
discrepancies in reporting were handled.
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Niger’s Tahoua Mother and Child Health Center plays a
significant role in improving malaria outcomes among
neonates in the country. On August 28, 2025, at 15:00 WAT,
Dr. Dourhamane Boureima (Cohort 2 Alumnus), a Perinatal
Pediatrician at CSME Tahoua’s Neonatology Service, reported
an 11.28% malaria hospital prevalence, with 87% of malaria
cases being present at birth. He stated that injectable
artesunate and artemether-lumefantrine were predominantly
used to effectively treat neonatal malaria. 14% mortality
cases were reported, causes linked to poor prenatal care. Dr.
Yacouba Abdou Fatimata (Cohort 3 Alumna), a Pediatric
Doctor in Niger, stimulated discussions on the protocols used
for administering antimalarial drugs to neonates, and how
persistent fever is managed.

In Togo, addressing malaria among vulnerable groups is
critical. On August 29, 2025, Ms. Afo Sourou Omalowo,
Malaria Focal Point for Greater Lomé, reported on the use of
the Malaria Matchbox Tool to identify barriers to malaria
interventions, including gender norms portraying men as
immune, women’s limited decision-making power for IPTp,
and geographic challenges. She recommended community
dialogues, more Community Health Workers, and supervised
chemoprevention for women and children. Mr. Damdjigle
Bigarim, NMCP Monitoring & Evaluation Manager, facilitated
discussions on why interventions are child and women-
centered, and examples of free malaria services nationwide.
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The treatment of severe malaria cases in Sud-Ubangi in DRC
has been met with various challenges, ranging from delays in
admitting such cases to lapses in administration of effective
anti-malarials for this condition. On August 28, 2025, at 18:00
WAT, Dr. Daphroza Mangaza (Cohort 2 Alumna), Head of the
Community Diagnosis Section at the DRC’s NMCP, noted that
severe malaria’s lethality in DRC accounts for 11.3% of global
deaths. She noted that injectable artesunate, is generally used
to manage the condition in the country but challenges often
emerge from misdiagnosis and the absence of pre-referral
treatment. Dr. Daphroza called for the training of health
workers on the management of severe malaria and the
strengthening of first-line malaria treatment supply chains. 

Community Health Clubs in Burkina Faso form the first line of
defense against malaria in the country. The August 25, 2025
webinar for Burkina Faso delivered by Dr. Sawadogo Marthe,
(Cohort 2 Alumna) and Specialist Doctor in Promotion,
Prevention, and Health Protection at Burkina Faso’s NMCP,
examined how "Lafi Tons" (community health clubs) are vital
for malaria interventions in the country. These were reported
to foster behavioral changes in Burkina Faso through weekly
discussions, carry out home visits, and promote sanitation.
Their involvement in integrated community health activities
contributed to a 100% seasonal malaria chemoprevention
coverage for 491 children in Beun Village, Burkina Faso. Dr.
Ouedraogo Ambroise (Cohort 1 Alumnus), a Public Health
Doctor, facilitated further discussions on variations between
community health workers and community health clubs, their
specific roles in SMC, and how they are motivated.

Uganda is testing out malaria elimination at a community level,
lessons from which could inform national and regional
elimination efforts. On August 27, 2025, at 05:00 PM EAT, Mr.
Jovan Baryamujura (Cohort 4 Trainee), the Coordinator for the
Malaria Elimination Demonstration Zones (MEDZ), stated that
MEDZ aim to lessen test positivity to 1% in the high-endemic
districts through community-led interventions, VHT-led case
management, and using schools and private sector players as
extensions for malaria service delivery. Moderated by Dr.
Amutuhaire Maureen, the ICCM Focal Person at the Ministry of
Health in Uganda, helped webinar participants further
appreciate the various vector control measures under
consideration in that model, its cost-effectiveness, and the
level of involvement with the Ministry of Education and Sports
in the design and delivery of this model in schools.

Upcoming Webinars in September

Dr. Grace Nguya (Cohort 3 Alumna), Head of the External
Partnership Service at the DRC’s NMCP facilitated responses
on the availability of clinical guidelines for the management
of severe malaria in health facilities, the specific drugs for
treating severe cases, and the severe-to-mild case ratio.
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